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The Species Iris Group of North America (SIGNA) bagn powerful in my life and growth as
an iris lover and iris hybridizer. When | firstip@d the American Iris Society (AIS) | wanted
more information of arilbred irises. After cultigfailing to thrive because of my lack of
knowledge | was introduced into the world of SIGNAhe first packets of seeds | purchased
were mixed arilbred seeds (01HO078). | had nevewaqgriris from seeds before so it was an
exciting adventure. When the seeds arrive there were than the arilbred seeds, there were
Siberian (01J162), and other species like versid@bN291).

As | learned more about irises through the loedjaonal and national meetings, Dr. Roy
Epperson and Barbara Alexander gave a class odlbssispecies, and while | was now
growing some of the Iris versicolor thanks to tlke&s send by SIGNA, | was not really excited
about beardless for | knew less about them thaa &dbred. It was not until after this class
that | sought out SIGNA on line and my world exgdd Not only did | now want beardless
species, but the website database introduced mevtwle world of other bearded species
including Arils such as Iris stolonifera. | washaaven and purchased more seeds than | could
possibly pot in a year, but the possibilities haglan fire.

Seedlings from SIGNA Seeds 01H078 ‘Lakeside EIf (Moran 2006), ‘AnaheimidaddMoran
2006) and ‘Asenath’ (Moran 2009)

Although there were some misses and some se¢dgrminating, mostly due to my lack of
knowledge, there were also prizes. The first séeas SIGNA to bloom were the arilbreds,
which included, ‘Lakeside EIf' (Moran 2006), ‘AnaheDaughter’ (Moran 2006) and ‘Asenath’
(Moran 2009). For me that was nirvana and | cawgldwait until the rest of the seed | had
planted bloomed.

When the versicolor bloomed they were so daintythatithey were native made them
interesting but it was not until after that judgesning on beardless that | really looked at them.
Although they came from the same seed packet tleeg all so different from the white and
green of ‘Forest Haimati’ (Moran 2010) to the daitdet on white of ‘Cloud of Dragons’



(Moran 2012). There were also the more naturairand of the other seedlings but the whites
caught my eye.

Seedlings from SIGNA seeds 01N291 ‘Forest Haimati’ (Moran 20C@ud of Dragons’ (Moran 2012),
and ‘Angel Of The Pond (Moran 2013)

| took my judges requirement for growing as manyheftypes of iris as possible to heart but
Japanese iris (JI) seemed to live a year or two tieappear. They hated me, | was positive of
that fact. When | discovered that the versicotmuld be planted in a garden and did not need a
pond, | immediately destroyed my pond for it wasghtmare to maintain. Taking an axe to the
liner I filled it up with soil and proceeded to ptahree Japanese | got from Carol Warner.
Finally, I had some success. Wanting more | getlsérom SIGNA and planted some with a
small container that kept moisture to the seedspsOwell the next time | got JI seeds
(11LVO073) | planted them as | had the others artcsgedlings. It is still too soon to see if they
will survive, bloom and be worth keeping but nowatthhave the confidence to know | can grow
them during all their stages | will attempt more.
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Iris rechenbachii seedling from SIGNA seeds 06AG0W Iris variegate seedlings from SIGNA
seeds 06B025.

Bearded species have always fascinated me sotegl&is pumila (06A001), Iris rechenbachii
(0O6A004) and Iris variegate (06B025). All weredifferent and the ideas that what possibilities
they opened up exploded as each new flower bloorhbdve always loved the little iris because



there is so much that can occur in a few genermtompared with tall bearded iris and the
colors seem more varied in the smaller irises asha patterns. If | had not perused the SIGNA
site | would have composted the I. variegate segsdlfor they looked nothing like ‘Honorabile’
(Lemon 1840) which | though was just a named liegate. The species is so much more
delicate than the registered hybrids especially.thariegate var. reginae with its deep violet
veining on white. Learning that it was still trense species even without the yellow standards
made it cool and unusual for me and was pleasedit@aecond seedling bloomed with the
usual yellow standards and falls with pale yellaodng and red violet veining.

Since most of the pictures on the SIGNA data bhsw/ed yellow Iris reichenbachii | was elated
when my seedling a rosy violet color. Not sure ihexpected but the tiny plant was not it.
Shades of images of what crosses with this flowetccmean floated in my head as | looked
what was blooming around it. Although the floweasatall, nearly the height of the stalk, it was
less than an inch wide. What a little treasure.

Beside all the species that can be grown from see8KGNA’s seed exchange, there are often
introduced cultivars that, although most are fraae bods, are offered as well. Over the years
when | have time and space | have planted bee gruigotten several very nice seedlings like
‘Nerida’s Wings’ (Moran 2012), ‘Dee-Elf (Moran 2@)and ‘Dobbie’s Truffle’ (Moran R.

2011) were all out of a bee pod on ‘Sunstrip’ (Well986). | have no problem getting seeds

‘Mikey Likes It' (Aiken 2003), MDB seedling from SIGNA seeds 09DB454, ‘Adoadle’
(Aitken 2008

from irises | do not have, are historic, or raresthier they are hand pollinated or from bee pods.
It is the biggest pleasure to see an interestiadlsg bloom when it was not what you expected
or even if it is. Having never been able to getdse(09DB454) from ‘Mikey Likes It’ (Aiken
2003), | jumped at the chance to get seeds froma rmatter the pod parent. Since it was the pod
parent of ‘Aquadoodle’ (Aitken 2008) | should haaspected a miniature dwarf bearded (MDB)
seedling. Although very similar to its pod parantl ‘Aquadoodle’ (Aitken 2008) it gives me a
place to start with other hybridizing goals.

Seeds (SIGNA 09DB450) from *Artful Tradition’ (Jo;i@006) produced two seedling, one a
standard dwarf bearded (SDB) and a MDB seedlinge NIDB seedling was similar to its pod
parent except it was a variegate with more vibcaaring having a red violet spot on what falls
and green shoulders instead of gold. | also hadlsgs from ‘Schwanenliebe’ (Kathe 1999)
(09MD383). Although I was expecting white, all theedlings bloomed a soft blue with either



MDB seedling out of SIGNA SDB Seedlingut of SIGNA MDB Seedling out of SIGNA
09DB450 ‘Artful Tradition’ (Jones|| 09DB383 ‘Schwanenliebe’ 09DB382 ‘Li'l Red Devil’
2006) (Kathe 1999) (Schreiner 1987)

white with yellow beards or solid yellow beardsnelof the most unexpected seedlings was
from seeds (09MB382) out of ‘L'l Red Devil’ (Schner 1987). Expecting various shades of
maroon or maybe pink, | was not however expectibtuea violet plicata. Although the MDB
seedling was damaged by a late freeze, it stikédamore pumila in its form so | kept it for
pumila crossings.

| had two packets of miniature tall bearded (MTBgds
(09MBO008) marked only MTB mixed seeds. These miake
exciting as to what | might be getting. The fest all blooms
SDB height and yellow, the second produced all evhiTB
seedlings with various amounts of violet should®sd Three
had great stalks and it will take time to choossveen them.

As thrilling as it is to seed seedlings from SIGNéeds the next
generation is just as exhilarating. ‘Lakeside BHd ‘Angel of
the Pond’ have both proved to be great parentsdiBgs from
‘Lakeside EIf' X ‘Nut Ruffles’ (Lankow 1992) proviel some
wonderful quarter-bred arils including ‘Raven’s iHéévioran
2012) and ‘Vlad’'s Daughter’ (Moran R. 2010). Tleserse of this cross also produced a small

MTB Seedling out of SIGNA
09MBO008 Mixed MTB seeds

OGB- ‘Raven’s Heart’ (Moran OGB- ‘Vlad’s Daughter’ (Moran OGB- seedling 04NRIse04 secor
2012) second generation from R. 2010) second generation from generation from SIGNA seeds
SIGNA seed:01HO07¢ SIGNA seeds 01H078 01H078




quarter-bred 04NRIse04 that was the only one igtbep of SDB seedling to show aril
characteristics. ‘Angel Of
The Pond’ has produced both
l. versicolor seedlings
(11A0Pop) and SPEC-X
seedlings crossed with a
‘Mesa Pearl’ X ‘Gin Game’
seedling (also a SIGNA
seedling from 03J092). The
best and only of the
versicolor seedlings to bloom
was a pale baby blue with

I. versicolor seedling (LLAOPop)| | Sibcolor seedling11A0Pmpggo1) | 9reat form and growing in

second generation out of SIGNA| | second generation out of SIGNA| regular garden soil is taller
seed:01N29] seeds 01N2¢and 03J09 than its parent. The rest of
this group of seedlings has

not bloomed so it will be interesting to see whanes next. The SPEC-X seedling (sibcolor)
out of two irises from SIGNA seeds was very talinpared to both parents at 28-inches and with
various shades of lavender if is a striking irigtthas a lot going for it.

Unless | have so many seeds | just do not haveedpaansistently pot up seeds from SIGNA
both bearded and beardless hoping for that gehreindugh. Even with limited space the seeds
from SIGNA’s seed exchange makes growing iris fs®ads just more interesting. There is
power in learning of the various species from tHeNA site and in the ability to grow various
species that are believed not to be able to sumivey area of the country. There is pleasure in
seeing new seedlings especially the species. Kgagacies from around the world growing in
my yard give me so much pleasure knowing that Ireglp in some small way to keep stock of
those irises that might be endangered in some aféhe world is inspiring.

| hope this little article encourages someone winenthought of growing from seeds to take
the plunge and join SIGNA. It is worth every peramd more for the knowledge SIGNA
provides but the seed exchange it icing on the t@kihe adventure the seeds provide.



